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The General’s Heart in the Lord’s Hand

A few weeks before Christmas 1944, World War 2 was bogged down and
Germany was planning an offensive that would come to be known as the
Battle of the Bulge. The Allies’ General Eisenhower at his headquarters in
Versailles was also doing some strategic planning and in order to boost
morale, he met with other Allied commanders at their post at Reims and
filmed Christmas newsreels for the folks back home.

Meanwhile, the Nazis having decided their upcoming offensive would
be more successful without General Eisenhower in command, planted
soldiers with hand grenades along his route back to Versailles. When
a large olive drab automobile approached, they bombarded it with the
grenades, killing two American officers. But General Eisenhower wasn't
one of them. What had happened to Ike?

When he arrived back at headquarters, his chauffeur told the story.
“About fifteen miles outside Paris we saw an old man and woman sitting
by the side of the road. The old lady was crying. Ike made me stop to see
what the trouble was” They had been walking all day in the cold and snow
to get to their daughter’s place in Paris, and could go no further. “Well, you
know Ike,” the chauffeur continued. “Nothing would do but we give the
old folks a lift. Ike an’ his good deeds!”

Daniel 2:21 tells us that God “removeth kings, and setteth up kings”
He sets up Army generals and other authorities, too, to accomplish His
purposes as He guides their thoughts and actions.

“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LOrD .. . he turneth it whitherso-
ever he will” (Proverbs 21:1). What if General Eisenhower hadn’t followed
his heart-felt instinct to take a different route and do a good deed in the
midst of a terrible war? His obedience to God’s prompting may have saved
not only his own life, but thousands of others’ as well.

K.E. Horsley
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