January 30, 2022 - Titus -3:8-15 - “Final Instructions for Titus”
Introduction

Grocery stores across the United States are seeing more and more empty shelves. Have you
looked for items that just are not available anymore? I used to treat myself once in a while to a
diet IBS root beer but you can’t find it anymore. Empty shelves that once held products
ranging from toilet paper to produce to meats are diminished because of complications to a
system already strained by supply chain issues and worker shortages. Experts have worked
around the clock to get the supply chain freed up but there are still many Cargo ships sitting
dead in the water waiting to get unloaded. In the US, the adjacent ports of Los Angeles and
Long Beach had an average dwell time of 41 days during 2021 and the Port of New York had
the highest dwell time at 61 days on average. The rapid spread of the Omicron variant is
leading to another wave of global supply chain backlogs that experts warn could be even worse
than in previous months. We are all experiencing the damaged done by a very poor supply
chain. Let this be a warning of what can happens in our churches too.

We cannot allow bottlenecks to block the supply line of the Holy Spirit. The spirit supplies our
churches with personnel, power and godliness. In this last section of Paul instructions to Titus
he warned him first to avoid the false teachers and 2™ warned of divisive persons who harm
the flow of God’s spirit. Notice as we pick up at verse 8 and 9 that Paul gives his final critique.

I. Maintain Good Works vv. 8-9

1. This is a faithful saying this old adage was accepted as sort of a proverb a wise axiom that
the church is called unto good works. Paul reminds Titus to teach the church of their mission.
He says to him, "concerning these things." What things? All the things he's been writing about,
that the church must maintain pure doctrine. I will that thou affirm constantly, therefore, it is
crucial that false teachers be confronted and dealt with. The church must be protected from
them. Therefore, the church needs strong spiritual leadership to do so. Paul is conveying, “I
want you to speak confidently, so that those who have believed God may be careful to engage
in good deeds.

2. In chapter 3:9, Paul lists four things that Titus, as a leader, should steer clear of as he puts
things in order in the churches on the island of Crete. This verse we will exposit more than the
rest... Paul mentions foolish questions as a sport of these false teachers. These people like to get
off the main thing.... They attacked the theology of the church and would attack what is
historically true and affirmed with their foolish questions. In the 4th century, a theologian
named Arius started teaching that Jesus had a created, finite nature rather than equal divinity
with God the Father. Theologians from all over the world converged at the council of Nicaea in
325 AD to debate Arius’ ideas. He was condemned as a heretic and they produced what we
now know as the Nicene Creed that affirms the deity of Christ. We still have proponents of the
false doctrine. (Watch Tower) The next divisive method was with genealogies.

3. Genealogies were another source of conflict used to stir up strife. God meant them for good
and we should read them and know they have a special place. However, there was an ancient
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book called “The Book of Jubilees” it has many Jewish fables and it has many speculations about
genealogies. They used it for bizarre assumptions and assumed the book was canonical but it
is not. They would elevated mysticism as real truth and then spin tales and legends creating
augments to fit them. Iraneus was an ancient church Father of the faith who tells how the
ancestral lines of Genesis would be worked into myths that had no credibly. Such as the son of
Ham, the son of Noah and his descendants, the Cushites who are the inhabitants of Africa were
claimed to be cursed. Often this is equated with Ethiopia.

4. Thirdly he mentions strife, or rivalry, contention very similar to 1Timothy 6:3-5. This battling
about the truth was divisive, arrogant; they would attack the historic truth of God's Word and
try to stir up battles. Divide and conquer is exactly what Satan is doing today in our country in
our schools and yes in our churches. There are some people who simply love to argue. They
love the fight. They don’t want to reason according to scripture. The fourth category that he
must consider in a more specific way is: disputes about the law... literally fighting about the
law. These things do not profit the church they are blockades that hinder the work of God.

I1. Maintain Church Discipline vv. 10-11

1. Paul turns his attention to dealing with these contentious members in the church. They
disrupt, they sow discord and they are divisive. The word here for heretick is the Greek word
“hairetikos (hair- re-tee-kos) from which we get our English transliteration of the word “heretic”.
The term heretic to us means an apostate. A divisive person is one who upsets others and
creates factions’. They build their coalitions and they recruit people to their side and thinking.

2. Usually their message contains only partial truth. They are afraid to deal with their point of
view in the biblical forum because they cannot win the argument in that fashion. They have
conversations on the side-lines and quickly become quiet when you approach. They will speak
in the safety of the parking lot or on their phone. This is done without regret or shame, they
have a point to make and division is inevitable and for them not regrettable...just winning is all
that matters. However, sowing discord you never win with God. He cast the final judgment.

3. Many times the Word of God speaks of how God loves his church and sowing the seed of
discord and disunity will not go unpunished. (Proverbs 6:16 &19 and Proverbs 11:29)

Paul again and again warned against discord in many of his epistles, for example in Galatians
5:20-21. The words discord is from the Greek word er'’-is; and is translated discord, strife,
variances, wrangling, contention and debate. In Romans chapter 16 verses 17 and 18; please
turn there Paul says, "I urge you, brethren, to keep your eye on those who cause dissensions....
There is no virtue in staying around to hear what they have to say. This is really church
discipline. In fact, look at verse 10, it says, "You don't even do this unless you have had a first
and second warning." We must be following here the process of Matthew chapter 18.

4. The last word in verse # 10 on divisive people is to reject or shun, it is a verb in the form of
an imperative or a command meaning that the grammar implies here a continual practice. The
verb literally means to treat someone with indifference, with contempt, to turn your back on
them and go the other way, to turn oneself around. The responsible thing we are to do with
false teachers is to turn our back and walk away from them. It is all demonic doctrine espoused



by seducing spirits through hypocritical liars. “Warn a divisive person once, and then warn
them a second time. After that, have nothing to do with them. You may be sure that such
people are warped and sinful; they are self-condemned as he states in verse 11.

5. My pastor taught me when [ was serving my internship that there are two kinds of people in
the church. First, there are those that row the boat and second those that rock the boat.
Sometimes, as a pastor, your job is to simply say, “Either grab an oar, or get off the boat!”
There are too many people today who live ungodly lives, teach error, sow discord, who carry
on unholy alliances, they are self-willed, divisive in our local churches. They must be dealt
with according to the biblical protocols for the sake of church unity and progress.

III. Maintain Genuine Church Relationships vv. 12-15

1. In verse #12 we turn now to wonderful, positive helpful individuals and Paul’s final thoughts
on relations with Christian’s brothers. Titus' you have a responsibility to take care of fellow
servants in the service of the Lord. He names Artemas, Tychicus, Zenas and Apollos. Paul
gives instructions to Titus like a general moving his troop to critical position or a grand chest
master moving his chest pieces in the best places. These are all men who proved profitable for
the ministry and servants working under the direct leadership of the Apostle Paul.

2. He states he is sending either Artemas or Tychicus to the island of Crete. He requests as
soon as one of them arrives, do your best to meet me at Nicopolis, for Paul planned to stay
there for the winter. Nicopolis was about a ten days journey on the western coast of Achia in
Greece. The winters were harsh there and Paul had decided to play it safe and spend the winter
here before moving on. Titus did make it to Nicopolis and then Paul sent him into the region of
Dalmatia, to ministry to the churches there.

3. In verse 13 & 14 Paul tell Titus to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way so that
nothing is lacking for them." It’s apparent that Zenas the lawyer and Apollos delivered the
letter to Titus to the church on Crete. We know nothing about Zenas but Apollos was a gifted
preacher and theologian. The church was to support these two “on their way.”

4. They are to make sure that they have everything that Zenas and Apollos need for their
journey to their next destination. This word literally means to go part of the way with someone
on a journey. Metaphorically, it means to provide food, clothing, shelter, provisions, money,
and whatever else these two missionaries need. [ would like to take this opportunity to make an
announcement to help our missionaries Noel and Charlene. The Apostle Paul ends in verse 15
with “all that are with me meaning the people and Paul is one of them. We are a team and we
must work together and support God’s team in Kingdom work.

Conclusion:

One of the ways we mature in the Christian life is by committing to the support Kingdom
work. Paul talks about good deeds. Giving, supporting, praying are good deeds for supporting
missions meaning this should be a constant pattern in our lifestyle.



